
                       Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 4 September, 2018
Between 7.30pm and 8.55pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall

MINUTES
Present - Andrew Shone – Chair, Cllrs Joanne Nichols, George Peto, Ruth Appleby, Steven Farrell & 
Gemma Cook
In Attendance - Martin Chilvers – Clerk, Chris Keay (until 7.55), Rev Elaine Ryder, John Hartshorne and
Val Corbett

1. Apologies for absence – There were no apologies
2. Declarations of interest – None declared.   
3. Minutes of the last Ordinary meeting – The minutes of the previous Ordinary meeting having been 

circulated, were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chair
4. Public Question Time – a) Cllr Riddle Was unable to attend the meeting. 
b) Rev Elaine Ryder – The Chair welcomed Elaine to the meeting. She spoke of her meeting with Cllr 
Peto and Major O’Kane (Otterburn Camp) and her plans for the Remembrance service and the 
anniversary of the 100 years since the end of WW1. Rev Ryder advised that a cascade of knitted poppies 
would be placed in the church. She provided her thoughts for the service as well as plan for handing the 
wreaths to the various representatives before leading them to the Memorial Hall. After the placing of the 
wreaths there would be refreshments available from the Memorial Hall. It was noted that the church bell 
is presently not working but it was believed it may be possible to use hand bells. It was questioned as to 
who makes the request for the road closure for the parade. It was noted that this has not previously been a 
Parish Council task but it was unsure whether the Memorial Hall committee or Otterburn Camp have 
made the request. 
c) Chris Keay (Otterburn Hall Committee) – The Chair welcomed Chris who provided a progress 
report on the work to get a postal service in Otterburn that he and Cllr Peto had done. He advised that 
following considerable negotiations it looked likely that an outreach service from Hepple would be 
provided from the Memorial Hall for a couple of hours a week from October. Whilst still to be confirmed 
it was planed that this would be each Thursday from 12:00 – 14:00. This would be a full Post Office 
service. A sign would be installed on the external wall of the Hall and a leaflet drop arranged to promote 
the service as well as a press release in Hexham Courant. Chris spoke that the service should not be seen 
as competition for services in West Woodburn or Rochester however it was important that the local 
community utilise the service to ensure it is sustainable. He advised that the Memorial Hall committee 
were meeting on 24 September when the promotion of the service would be discussed and it would be 
beneficial to have a Parish Council representative attending. Chris left the meeting at 7.55
5. Matters arising
a) item 5a: Ray Windfarm update  :    The Clerk advised the funds for year 1 and 2 had been received from 
Vattenfall. The CIC had agreed to transfer £100,000 of this to Community Foundation to allow a second 
phase of Small Grant Funds in 2018. It was reported that the role of Ray Windfarm CIC Administrator 
had been advertised and details were available on the Parish Council website. The closing date for 
applications was 14 September. The CIC website was being constructed. There were questions on when 
and how application for funding could be made to the CIC. 
Cllr Peto provided an update following a meeting he attended the previous night on the proposal for 
broadband to be provided to all within the Ray Windfarm catchment area. It was agreed he, the Chair and 
the Clerk would meet to discuss and review the data when Cllr Peto received it. 
b) item 5c: Parish Council vacancy  :   The Chair welcomed Gemma on to the Parish Council that provided 
the full complement of six Councillors for the first time for a while.  
c) item 5d: State of Otterburn estate:  The Chair provided a report on a meeting he and Cllr Peto had had 
with John Rutter of NCC at the Otterburn Hall estate. The Chair explained that the Mr Rutter (Building 
Control Inspector, NCC) recognised the problems at Otterburn Hall and was investigating the applications
for the lodges that have not as yet been signed-off. It was agreed to continue to monitor the situation. Cllr 
Peto advised he was trying to get a greater police presence at Otterburn Hall Estate given the nature of the
usage of some rental lodges. Cllr Cook advised she had reported the excessive noise from some of lodges 
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but was being advised by the police nothing could be done. There was discussion about options to 
monitor the noise levels.
d) item 8a: Road safety in the Parish: The Chair provided details of the meeting with Neil Snowdon in 
July.  Mr Snowdon promised to get resource to investigate options to make the various points safer 
including the A696 / B6341 junction, parking on pavement by some drivers along the main road, the 
pinch point along the main road and the junction at Willow Green. It was agreed the Clerk would 
continue to liaise with Mr Snowdon.
e) item 8b: Weeds growing in the roads & pavements around the Parish: Cllr Peto reported that having 
been in touch with Guy Opperman MP the weeds along the main road had been cleared.
f) item 8c: Location of public seating in Otterburn: Following discussion it was agreed the Chair and John
Hartshorne would meet at Percy’s Cross regarding the possible installation of a public seat.

6. Finance
 a) Clerk’s salary and expenses for July & August, 2018: The Clerk’s claim for salary & expenses was 
agreed. 
b) Parish Council budget: The current bank balances were reported £4,481.36 (current account) and 
£6,410.40 (deposit account).  The Clerk advised a credit of £3.650.25 had been received as VAT reclaim. 
c) Payment of invoice to C. Mowatt: The Clerk confirmed the invoice for £150.00 had been paid 
following agreement to pay by all Councillors via email.
d) Payment to Memorial Hall for room hire: The payment of £30.00 was agreed.  
e) Payment to ’handy-man’ for repairs to public seating: The Councillors agreed to the payment of 
invoices for £48.00 and £86.02. 

7. Planning 
a) 18/02114/FUL: Change of use from residential to bed & breakfast business. Conversion of rear 
garage and store into bedroom, living room & bathroom. Installation of cladding boards to front 
elevation: The Old Post Office, Otterburn, NE19 1NP: The Clerk confirmed that following the agreement 
of the Councillors via email he had advised NCC of the support for the application.

8. New Business
a) Annual Town and Parish Council Conference: Cllr Appleby agreed to attend the event. 
b) Local Transport Programme 2019-20: Following discussion and reference to agenda item 5d there was
agreement to submit request that included introduction of safety measures at the Willow Green junction 
as well as prevention of vehicles parking on the pavement opposite the Memorial Hall and the B6320 
junction.
c) Mobile banking service in Otterburn: Cllr Peto advised given the progress with the Post Office this 
matter was not being perused at this time. 
d) Community Speed Watch scheme  :   Cllr Peto advised he hoped to have more details next meeting 
however a sufficient number of volunteers would have to commit to make a local scheme worthwhile.
e) Millennium Green gate repairs and installation of plaque  :   The Clerk provided quotes he had received 
for repair to the damaged area and a full replacement. There was agreement among the Cllrs to have a full
replacement. 
f) Revitalising Redesdale update: The Clerk provided details of the events and advised all were on the 
website.
g) Footpath connecting Willow Green to Children’s Play Area: The Clerk advised he was still seeking a 
response from NCC regarding the adoption of the path. 
h) Update regulations for sewage discharge & water abstractions: It was agreed to post the details on the 
website.
i) Maintenance of the footpath to the Otterburn Mill  :   Due to updated health and safety reasons as well as 
insurance it was agreed that the Parish Council could no longer rely on George Jennings to volunteer to 
cut the grass on the path. It was agreed to formally thank him for his work whilst accepting the quote 
from C. Mowatt for future cutting.
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j) Otterburn First School 200  th   birthday celebrations  : After discussion it was agreed by the Cllrs to take 
no action.
k) Date of December meeting: It was agreed to hold the December meeting on Wednesday 5th 

9. Any other business / Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council
a) The Clerk advised there had been a report that willow-herb & water mint in the burn could cause 
problems and needed to be reported to Environmental Agency. 
b) Cllr Farrell asked for the Millennium Green to be on the October meeting agenda.
10. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council to be held at 7.30pm 
on Tuesday 2 October, 2018 at the Otterburn Memorial Hall.   
Meeting closed 8.55pm                           
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